
*
25

february 2007 
VOLUME 25, NUMBER 5

FEATURES
For the past 25 years the magazines 
of Linworth Publishing—first, THE BOOK 
REPORT, LIBRARY TALK, and TECHNOLOGY 
CONNECTION, and now LIBRARY MEDIA 
CONNECTION—have been the “must-
read” resources that library media and 
technology specialists have depended 
on. We value your loyalty and trust and 
are committed to continue to bring you 
the most up-to-date content available 
on the issues that concern you the 
most— for the next 25+ years.

22  What Librarians Can Do 
When Kids Don’t Pass the 
State Reading Tests
By Chris Gustafson

When students fail a high-stakes 
assessment, what can the 
librarian do?
6-8

24  Technology: A Tool for 
Collaboration
By Jil’Lana Heard

Technology is more than 
educational toys.
K-5 6-8 9-12

MINI THEME: 
Collaboration

10   FEATURE ARTICLE: 
Involving Students in Learning 
Through Rubrics
By Joan M. Yoshina and Violet H. Harada

Raise student achievement by co-developing 
evaluation rubrics with your students.
K-5 6-8 9-12

16    Librarians Provide Strongest Support 
for Sustained Silent Reading
By Steve Gardiner

Painlessly increase the volume of reading 
for picky teens. 
9-12

20    Rut Busters! How to Inject Life Into 
a Lifeless Library
By Jennifer Coleman 
Is your library life boring? Shake it up!
K-5 6-8

26   So Many Books, So Little Time!
By Melinda Stucker 
Can 3rd graders do a credible job of 
selecting an award winner? 
K-5

28   A Baker’s (Street) Dozen: 
Recommended New Mysteries 
for Young Readers
By Jeanette Larson 
The latest in mystery. 
K-5 6-8 9-12

30   Selecting Mangas and 
Graphic Novels
By Carol Nylund

A lure for those hard-to-reach 
middle schoolers. 
6-8

32    Signs All Around Us: A Project 
Approach Unit for Kindergarten
By Colleen MacDonell 

Direct experience for early learners 
using nonfiction texts. 
K-5

36   Teaching Students About Locating 
Resources @ Your Library®

By Pamela S. Jones 
Plan now for a comprehensive library 
orientation in the fall. 
6-8 9-12

38   Attracting New Readers with 
Hip Hop Lit
By Christine Meloni

Literature from the ‘hood.
6-8 9-12

41   Selecting Books for Spanish-
Speaking ESL Students
By Esther Peck 

Choosing books for this special population 
requires unique considerations.
K-5 6-8

42   Selecting Spanish Books in the 
Elementary School
By Elia Corona

Young Hispanic students need transitional 
materials in their own language.
K-5

49   It’s Never Too Late to Promote 
Your Library Services
By Beth Labiak 
PR tips for every grade level.
K-5 6-8 9-12



  6   Editor’s Notes
By Carol Simpson
The Debate Over Graphic Books
K-5 6-8 9-12

  8    Tips & Other Bright Ideas
K-5 6-8 9-12

44   Author Profile: Cheryl Harness
By Joan Arth and Naomi Williamson

K-5

46    Hands-on Handout
By Sharron L McElmeel 
Where Families Come From
K-5 6-8

47   Reader’s Advisory
By Ruth Cox Clark
Critter Tales for Early Readers
K-5

48    Hands-on Handout
By Sue Lockwood Summers 
Reading Quotations
K-5 6-8 9-12

50   Copyright Questions of the Month
By Carol Simpson
Podcasting Read-Alouds; Background Images via PowerPoint; 
Fair Use for Administrators; Creating Lessons to Sell
K-5 6-8 9-12

52   Hot Stuff & Other Things
K-5 6-8 9-12

53   One Question Survey Results 
When do you plan to retire?
K-5 6-8 9-12

60   Reviews
K-5 6-8 9-12

96   Reviews Index

96  Advertiser Index

98   Head for the Edge
By Doug Johnson
A Trick Question
K-5 6-8 9-12

DEPARTMENTS

TECHNOLOGY CONNECTION
54  All About Podcasting

By Michael Stephens 
Yes, even you can create a podcast (whatever that is)!

K-5 6-8 9-12

58  Some Helpful Web Utilities
By Steve Baule

Handy programs to deal with transferring files.
K-5 6-8 9-12

     TC DEPARTMENTS
57  Ask Mr. Technology

By Joe Huber

System Diagnostics Software; Safe Mode; Shared 
Folders; Error Message Explanation
K-5 6-8 9-12

COMING IN FUTURE ISSUES
March 07: 
Research-Based Instruction

April/May 07: 
Reading Incentives

ON THE ROAD WITH LINWORTH 
Please visit us at the following conferences, check out Linworth 
books, and pick up sample issues of LIBRARY MEDIA CONNECTION 
magazine. We hope to meet you soon! 

SCASL
March 7-9, 2007, Columbia, SC

MACUL
March 14-16 2007, Detroit, MI

Texas Library Association (TLA)
April 11-14, 2007, San Antonio, TX

ALA Annual
June 21-27, Washington DC

www.linworth.com/tradeshowsconferences.html


